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The main speaker at Bloomington Cemetery for the Memorial Bloomington Mayor Tim Busse also spoke at the Memorial
Day Program was Lt. Cmdr. Sean Ahrar, a Naval Reserve officer Day gathering. He is a communications consultant who was
from Burnsville and a former St. Olaf wrestling coach who fled elected in 2019 and re-elected in 2023. He previously served
from Iran at age 16. on the City Council from 2011 to 2019.

The Bloomington Honor Guard, representing American Legion The Memorial Day Parade this year features sailors and Marines
Posts 550 & 435 and VFW Post 1296, advances the colors at who drill at the Reserve Center on the north side of MSP Airport.
the front of the annual Memorial Day Parade. The parade is These young men and women stand in Bloomington Cemetery

the city’s only one, and it is organized by the veterans. in front of an Oshkosh MK23 cargo truck. (It weighs 62,200 Ibs.)
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Bloomington’s own community choir, the Bloomington Chorale, Crowds lined Lyndale Avenue on a beautiful Memorial Day
sang dulcet patriotic songs at the Bloomington Cemetery, which morning to watch the parade. The event had more entries
is the destination at the end of the Memorial Day Parade. The than ever before, according to some longtime members of
choir is a non-audition choir, and anyone may join. Post 550. Coordination and planning has improved the parade.
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Bloomington Post 550 defeated New Brighton Post 513 Tri-City
Red by a score of 6-3 on June 22 to win the 2025 Senior Legion
Red Haddox Wood Bat Tournament. The team this year has a
strong record and is in the state rankings.

Marland Ronning of 40&8 Voiture 1281 swears in officers of
Post and Unit 550 at the meeting on June 9. Unit 550 kept the
same officers, but Post 550 changed commander and finance
officer. See the officer list on the back page.

Craig Servin, Gabby Servin, Caroline Mead, Joan Boerner, Bonnie
Proctor, Jim Mead prepared poppy letters for Poppy Day on
May 20. The letters asked for donations to Auxiliary Unit 550.

5
The post and unit went back to their traditional installation,
with formal dress, honor guard and a special dinner on June 9.
Here are Commander Blaine Beste and President Jody Hassing
walking down the center of the banquet space.

Oh, by the way, Post 550 purchased a 2024 Ford Transit XL that
holds 15 people. The post traded in its old Ford E450 shuttle
bus (seen in background). The new vehicle will be used mainly
by the baseball and honor guard programs.

L

VFW Post 1296 Quartermaster Tim Schryver and Post 550
Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom attended the first Huey Exhaust
on April 17. Huey Exhaust is a cigar-smoking society for veterans
and their supporters at 4 p.m. Thursdays through mid-October.

Fourteen members of our honor guard
came to pay respects at the burial for
Air Force veteran Bill Aul, who was in
the honor guard for 35 years and Post
550 for 40. This is why we serve in the
Legion, a place for our strong bond
among veterans. Aul’s funeral service
was June 27 at the Washburn-McReavy
Chapel on Old Shakopee Road.
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Post 550 April 2025 Minutes

» Meeting called to order by Commander Dan Welch on Monday, April 14.

« Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW/MIA flag was placed on an
empty chair. Pledge and Preamble recited.

* Guests Kate Blessing, Duane Brinkman and Frances Stachour (Post 550
Member) from Bloomington Remembers Veterans.

* Roll call of officers: 2nd Vice Commander excused.

* Printed copies of the March minutes were distributed. Engstrom moved,
Johnson seconded, and the minutes were approved.

» Commander Dan Welch reminded us that the Memorial Day Parade is fast
approaching. We will be nominating new officers tonight and electing new
officers next month. He also recognized three members of our Post for their 50
years of membership in The American Legion. The Commander awarded certifi-
cates of appreciation to Gerald E. Linder, Melford Lundgren and Larry Moen.
Additional members will be honored at upcoming meetings.

« First Vice Commander Tom Skundberg said he will consider options for
replacing our bus with a passenger van.

« Finance Officer Blaine Beste provided the financial report. He requested
approval to switch to a different web designer beginning in January 2026
for $500 plus a $250 annual fee. Zesch motioned, and Mellin Seconded. The
motion carried. Hassing made a motion to approve the financial report, which
Mellin seconded. The motion carried.

« Athletics Officer Mark Scott reported that High School Baseball is now in
full swing.

» Membership Director Paul Hassing said that we now have 274 members
signed up for this year. Our goal is 310, so 274 is 88 percent of our goal.

» Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom provided the March gambling report.

The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of $10,000
for the following to be paid in April:

-$500 Gun Safety

-$2,000 Scholarship

-$1,500 Jeff Hill Legacy

-$6,000 Bloomington Legion Baseball

Mead made a motion to approve the report, and Stachhour seconded it.
The motion carried.

« Gun Safety Training Class will be on Saturday, May 3. POC is Kurt Whiting
612-201-2248

* Legion Riders, Paul Hassing spoke about upcoming events, including:

July 24-27: Fund 85 Ride from Forest Lake to Paynesville

Aug. 16: Minnesota Legacy Run, Veterans & Childrens Fund, Walker

Paul added that at least two bikes will be riding in the Memorial Day Parade
in Bloomington.

« Sons of the American Legion: Jim Mead reported 47 members.

* Bloomington Remembers Veterans guests Kate Blessing and Duane Brink-
man discussed the change to the memorial’s location. It is now planned for
Harrison Park, 1701 W. 100th St., across Old Shakopee Road from Blooming-
ton'’s City Hall. The goal for completion is Veterans Day, November 2026. The
Veterans Memorial will be discussed at the City Hall Meeting on April 28 at
6:30 p.m.

» Nominations for Post 550 Officers for 2025-2026

Engstrom nominated Blaine Beste for Commander. Mellin seconded.

Mead nominated Tom Skundberg for 1st Vice Commander. Engstrom
seconded.

Mead nominated Chris Schmid for 2nd Vice Commander. Christopherson
seconded.

Engstrom nominated Warren Christopherson for Adjutant. Millen seconded.

Engstrom nominated Keith Zetch for Finance Officer. Mead seconded

Beste nominated Jim Mead for Chaplain. Crafton seconded

Mead nominated Mike Mellin for Sergeant-at-Arms. Crafton seconded.

« Chaplain Mead read thank-you letters from Wings of the North, Eagles
Healing Nest, and the City of Bloomington, all thanking us for the contributions
received.

+ June 25 is American Legion Night at the Twins Game. Tickets are $42, and
seats for the American Legion are located in Section 125 on the third base side.
If you are interested in attending, we will assemble a list of names at the June
Meeting.

» On May 3, the MN Army National Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Pro-
gram (YRRP) will hold an event for a group of National Guard Members who
drill out of the Bloomington Armory. This is an excellent opportunity to honor
the guard members and recruit them to join the American Legion. Shawn
Eineke, Warren Christopherson, and Tim Engstrom all plan to attend.

« Larry Johnson told us about the Story Arts of Minnesota Storyfest event
he participated in on April 5. American Legion Post 550 was displayed on the

brochure, and a number of visitors, including some veterans, attended.
* Prayer was offered.
+ POW flag was recovered.
« Colors retired.
* The meeting was adjourned.
— Adjutant Warren Christopherson

Post 550 May 2025 Minutes

* The meeting was called to order by Commander Dan Welch on Monday,
May 12.

« Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW/MIA flag was placed on an
empty chair. Pledge and Preamble recited.

* Roll call of officers: 1st Vice Commander excused.

« Printed copies of the April minutes were distributed. Beste moved, Mellin
seconded, and the minutes were approved.

» Commander Dan Welch reminded us that the Memorial Day Parade is fast
approaching. We will elect new officers tonight and install the new officers next
month. A banquet will accompany an impressive ceremony for the occasion.
The Honor Guard will be in attendance.

The Commander recognized two members of our Post for their 50 years of
membership in the American Legion. He awarded Burton Dahlberg and Ken-
neth E. Keller certificates of appreciation. Additional members will be honored
at upcoming meetings.

The Commander requested that members who can attend the 10th District
Convention on June 7 in Buffalo, sign up tonight. The Department of Minneso-
ta Convention is July 10-12, 2025, in Willmar. The commander requested that
those attending as delegates sign up tonight. We are authorized up to five
voting delegates for the Department Convention.

« Second Vice Commander Chris Schmid requested volunteers to place flags
at the Bloomington Cemetery on Sunday, May 25, at 10 a.m.

« Chaplain Jim Mead offered a prayer for Dwight Scott, a 47-year member
and veteran who served in Korea, and for George Hengel “Buddy,” a 39-year
member who served in Vietnam.

« Finance Officer Blaine Beste provided the financial report. He requested
approval to pay $524 to cover the April-June 2025 Trumpeteer cost. Mellin
motioned, and Mead Seconded. The motion carried. In an effort to recruit new
members, Beste requested up to $2,500 to pay the first year of membership for
new members. New members must attend at least three meetings in the first
year or reimburse the post. Campero motioned to approve, and Mead second-
ed. The motion was approved.

Engstrom made a motion to approve the financial report, which Mellin
seconded. The motion carried.

« Athletics Officer Mark Scott reported that Bloomington will have two
Legion Baseball Teams this season. One Senior and one Junior Legion team. He
highlighted four tournaments that will be played in Bloomington and encour-
aged our post members to attend. Legion members must show their member-
ship card for free entry to all the tournament games.

The tournaments include the Junior Legion Wood Bat Tournament June
13-15, the Senior Legion Wood Bat Tournament June 13-15, the Gopher Classic
July 11-14, and the Junior State Tournament Aug. 1-3.

All games are at Red Haddox Field, 360 E. 90th St., Bloomington. For more
information, post550baseball.org

» Membership Director Paul Hassing said that we now have 274 members
signed up for this year. Our goal is 310, so 274 is 88 percent of our goal.

» Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom provided the April gambling report.

The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of up to
$69,986.02 for a new passenger van for use by the American Legion Post, the
Honor Guard, and Legion Baseball. Johnson motioned for approval, and Mead
seconded. After the discussion, the motion carried, with Skinn and Warren
voting against it.

« Gun Safety Training Class will be on Saturday, Aug. 16. POC is Kurt Whiting
612-201-2248.

* Legion Riders, Don Alman spoke about upcoming events, including:

7/24-27 Fund 85 Ride from Forest Lake to Paynesville

8/16 Minnesota Legacy Run, Veterans & Children’s Fund, Walker.

Don added that at least two bikes will be riding in the Memorial Day Parade
in Bloomington.

« Sons of the American Legion: Jim Mead reported 53 members.

+ June 25 is American Legion Night at the Twins Game. Tickets are $42, and
seats for the American Legion are located in section 125 on the third base side.
If you are interested in attending, we will assemble a list of names at the June
Meeting.

« Larry Johnson provided several children’s books he recommends, intended
to cope with the separation of military families on extended deployments. The
books were available for anyone to take.

* Past Commander Luis Campero read the names of the slate of unopposed
nominees to be elected as Earl C Hill, American Legion Post 550 Officers for
2026. He asked three times for additional nominations for each of the elected
positions. Having heard none, the slate of nominees was accepted.

The officers for 2025-2026 are as follows:

Blaine Beste, Commander

Tom Skundberg, 1st Vice Commander

Chris Schmid, 2nd Vice Commander



Warren Christopherson, Adjutant

Keith Zetch, Finance Officer

Jim Mead, Chaplain

Mike Mellin, Sergeant-at-Arms

« Blaine Beste will be requesting assistance from the members in attendance.
He has many open appointed positions that he needs to fill, and he asked for
everyone's participation.

* Prayer was offered.

» POW flag was recovered.

« Colors retired.

* The meeting was adjourned.

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson

Post 550 June 2025 Minutes

* The meeting was called to order by Commander Dan Welch on Monday,
June 9.

« Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW/MIA flag was placed on an
empty chair. Pledge and Preamble recited.

* Roll call of officers: All present.

« Commander Welch recognized two members of our post for their 50 years
of membership in the American Legion. He awarded Rick Warren and Thomas
Goergen Certificates of Appreciation.

« Installation of New Officers was officiated by 40&8 Voiture 1281 member
Marland Ronning, a past American Legion Department of Minnesota com-
mander from Osseo Post 172. The ceremony included the swearing in of both
American Legion Officers and Auxiliary Officers.

The American Legion Post 550 Officers for 2025-2026 are as follows:

Blaine Beste, Commander

Tom Skundberg, 1st Vice Commander

Chris Schmid, 2nd Vice Commander

Warren Christopherson, Adjutant

Keith Zesch, Finance Officer

Jim Mead, Chaplain

Mike Mellin, Sergeant-at-Arms

« Printed copies of the May minutes were distributed. Meade moved, Eng-
strom seconded, and the minutes were approved.

« Commander Blaine Beste greeted everyone and discussed the new Histori-
an Committee he appointed. Fran Stachour, Bill Crafton, and Larry Johnson are
the appointees.

+ Second Vice Commander Chris Schmid said that the VA will provide a
Briefing on June 16th at the VFW.

« Adjutant Warren Christopherson reminded everyone of American Legion
Night at the Twins Game on July 25; a sign-up sheet is present at the front
desk.

+ Chaplain Jim Mead offered a prayer for Terry Dahlen, a 7-year member
and U.S. Navy veteran who served in Vietnam, and for John T. Taylor, a 26-year
member and U.S. Army veteran who served in Vietnam. Chaplain Mead added
a prayer for Chris Gibson, a long-time pulltab saleswoman and former Post 550
bartender, who is recovering from back surgery.

« Finance Officer Blaine Beste provided the financial report. Mead made a
motion to approve the financial report, which Campero seconded. The motion
carried.

* Athletics Officer Mark Scott was at a tournament in South Dakota with a
Legion team. He reported a second-place finish for the team.

» Membership Director Shawn Eineke said he recruited three new members,
and with that we now have 278 members signed up for this year. Our goal is
310, so 278 is 89.6 percent of our goal.

» Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom provided the May gambling report. The
Van Purchase is complete. After trading in the bus, the total cost was $44,365.
The post paid zero in sales taxes because of its nonprofit status.

The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of $2,650
for the following to be paid in June:

-$220 4’ x 6" White Board for Post 550 planning

-$105 2' x 4' Folding Table for Post 550 meetings

-$500 VA Food Pantry

-$500 Gold Star Family

-$500 Minneapolis Veterans Home

-$500 Semper Fi Fund

In addition, the committee recommended approval of $ 1,500 for a comput-
er to be paid in July.

Deb Johnson made a motion to approve the report, and Campero second-
ed it. The motion carried.

+ Gun Safety Training Class will be on Saturday, Aug. 16. POC is Kurt Whiting
612-201-2248.

* Legion Riders, Don Alman reported that five bikes rode in the Memorial
Day Parade. He attended the 10th District Meeting and said Bill Gordon will
be the new 10th District Commander. He spoke about upcoming events,
including:

July 24-27: Fund 85 Ride from Forest Lake to Paynesville

Aug. 16: Minnesota Legacy Run, Veterans & Children’s Fund, Walker.

« Sons of the American Legion: Jim Mead reported 53 members.

« In the coming months, Commander Blaine Beste said he will be discuss-
ing Post 550's goals for the coming year with the post's officers and with

membership.

+ Adjutant Warren Christopherson discussed the flag-retirement ceremony
on June 14 at Marine on St. Croix at the Veterans Campground.

« Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Mellin has been in contact with the new webmas-
ter, Jennifer Cole of Legion Social, and everything is on schedule to switch in
January 2026.

» The Memorial Day Parade was an excellent event. The weather was perfect,
and the parade featured 40-45 groups; many people lined the avenue to
watch. Chaplain Mead called it the best he has seen in over 30 years.

« Prayer was offered.

« POW flag was recovered.

« Colors retired.

» The meeting was adjourned.

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson

Unit 550 Jan.-March 2025 Minutes

» No meetings were held in January, February or March 2025.
+ Following motions were made and passed via text:
- Jan 2025: meat raffle proceeds to Helping Paws; dues for 2026 will
remain at $40/Sr, $10/ Jr.
- February 2025: meat raffle proceeds to Fund 85.
- March 2025: meat raffle proceeds for March and April to Fund 85.

Unit 550 April 2025 Minutes

 Meeting was called to order by 1st Vice Bonnie Proctor.
* Colors saluted. Prayer offered. Pledge and Preamble recited. Roll call taken.
» Treasurer's Report approved and filed for audit.
* Membership renewals: 83
+ Bonnie advised we have two candidates from Jefferson for Girls State.
« Election of Officers will be held in May.
+ Motion by Bonnie, seconded by Joan Boerner to donate $1,000 to Minne-
apolis Veterans Home for activities fund. Passed.
+ Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.
— Respectfully, Bonnie Proctor, Secretary

Unit 550 May 2025 Minutes

» Meeting was called to order by President Jody Hassing.

« Colors saluted. Prayer offered. Pledge and Preamble recited. Roll call taken.

« Treasurer's Report approved and filed for audit.

« Our deepest sympathy to the families of 44-year Auxiliary member Audrey
Ratzlaff and SAL Legion Rider Steve Sullivan “Sully.”

» Girls State: Due to scheduling conflicts, one of the girls had to drop out.

+ Upcoming Memorial Day parade/services discussed.

* Poppy letters will be stuffed May 20.

* President Jody reported on upcoming events. Paul Hassing endorsed for
Alternate National Executive Committee.

« Election of Officers held. All current officers remain in place.

+ Note: Due to scheduling conflicts, motion was made and passed on April
17 to not work the VFW meat raffles on one Saturday per month for 2025-26
season.

+ Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.

— Respectfully, Bonnie Proctor, Secretary

Unit 550 June 2025 Minutes

» Meeting was called to order by President Jody Hassing.

« Installation of officers was held along with Legion members prior to our
meeting. Colors were saluted, prayer offered, Preamble recited. Roll call taken.

» We welcomed transfer member Mary Bergerson. Welcome Mary!

« Treasurer's Report approved and filed for audit.

+ Bonnie reported poppy fund donations to date are $1,400. Many thanks
for all the generous donations.

+ Creekside Quilters donated 10 quilts for the VA.

+ Donation for Fund 85 from last meat raffle we worked has been mailed to
Dept. Office.

» Membership “Early Bird” Dinner will be held in October at the Bloomington
Veterans Club (VFW) (new location). Watch the next Trumpeteer for details.

* President Jody reported the Fund 85 Legacy Run kick-off will be July 23 in
Forest Lake.

« Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.

— Respectfully, Bonnie Proctor, Secretary
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Bloomington Post 550 member Melford Lundgren, an Army
veteran who joined in 1975, receives his 50-year certificate. With
him are Past Department Commander Paul Hassing and Post
550 Chaplain Jim Mead at the April meeting. They stand beside
a display of Lundgren’s service made by Auxiliary member
Christine Nagel. It says, “Our veterans are our treasure!”

In the top two images, then-Commander Dan Welch hands 50-
year membership certificates to Army veteran Gerald Linder and
Marine veteran Larry Moen, respectively, at the April meeting.
In the above image, Welch presents Army veteran Kenneth
Keller a 50-year certificate at the May meeting. All three of
them joined Post 550 in 1975.

A

Veterans Picnic

What: Picnic, dunk tank and other fun sponsored by
American Legion Post 550 and VFW Post 1296

Who: This is event is open to the public. We especially
want any and all veterans, their families and friends.

When: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 16

Where: Patio and parking lot of Bloomington's Veterans
Club, 311 W. 84th St.

il /

Early Bird Membership Dinner!
What: Meal for members of Legion, SAL, Auxiliary, guests
When: 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28
Where: Bloomington's Veterans Club, 311 W. 84th St., in

the banquet hall (@ new location than before)

How much: FREE for renewed Legion, SAL and Auxiliary
members and $5 for guests

What else: Donations for local food shelf, VEAP, will be
collected. Bring a nonperishable food item. In addition to
food, VEAP also collects baby products, personal hygiene
items and paper products (paper towels, toilet paper,

Kleenex, etc). Thank you.

In Memoriam

Cont.
Name Age Died Years Branch
Aul, William F. 89 16/15/25 40 Air Force
Dahlen, Terry L. 78  2/12/25 7 Navy
Hengel, George W. “Buddy” 81  4/4/25 39 unknown
Scott, Dwight R. 93 3/12/25 47 unknown

Taylor, John T. 80  3/18/25 25 Army
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Official publication of Earl C. Hill Bloomington
Post 550 of The American Legion, Auxiliary Unit
550, Sons of The American Legion Squadron 550
and American Legion Riders Chapter 550, P.O.
Box 201813, Bloomington, MN 55420. Phone:
952-884-9621. Distributed to members of the
Post and Auxiliary who held membership cards
for the current year.

* Post 550 meeting are 6:30 p.m. the
second Monday of each month at 311
W. 84th St. All members are welcomed
to attend. There is a free meal at the
start, open to the entire community.

» Gambling meetings are in the
Legion office at 5:45 p.m. that day.

+ Need the Bloomington Honor
Guard? Contact Capt. Dan Welch at
952-607-8786.

« Baseball is at post550baseball.org.

At the May meeting,
then-Commander
Dan Welch presents a
50-year membership
certificate to Air
Force veteran Burton
F. Dahlberg, who
joined Post 550 in
1975.

|

At the June meeting, then-Commander Dan Welch presents 50-year membership certificates
to Army veteran Richard Warren, left, and to Army veteran Thomas Goergen. Both men

joined in 1973.
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Winter Address effective date:

Unit

ADDRESS UPDATE: Mail to Post 550 Membership Director, PO Box 201813, Bloomington, MN 55420
Circle one: Post
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