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Bloomington Post and Unit 550 welcomes their newly sworn officers at the July meeting. From left are Post 2nd Vice Commander 
Chris Schmid, Post 1st Vice Commander Tom Skundberg, Post Chaplain Jim Mead, Post Adjutant Warren Christopherson, Unit 
Vice President & Secretary Bonnie Proctor, Unit President Jody Hassing, Post Commander Dan Welch, Post Finance Officer 
Blaine Beste and Post Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Mellin. See the full list of officers on the back page.

Bloomington Post 550 Commander Dan Welch, holding a 
brochure, and member Bill Crafton stand at a booth at the 
66th Annual Fireman’s Softball Tournament. Tom Rowan also 
manned the booth. On the right are members of Bloomington 
Kennedy Activities Foundation.

Post 550 Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom presents a $1,000 
check for the Bloomington Sister City Organization. Accepting 
the donation is Dan Libbey, who is on the BSCO board and 
works at the Toro Headquarters.

The Bloomington Honor Guard, in its role as American Legion Department of Minnesota Color Guard during Department 
Commander Paul Hassing’s term, advances the colors to start the 105th Department Convention in Willmar.



Post 550 May 2024 Minutes
• Meeting called to order May 13 by Commander Dan Welch. 
• Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW-MIA flag was placed on an 

empty chair. Pledge and       Preamble recited. 
• Guest: Deborah Yates of Aitkin Post 86.
• Roll call of officers: Financial officer excused.
• Printed copies of the April minutes distributed. Mead moved, Engstrom 

seconded, and the minutes were approved.
• Commander Dan Welch reported on the many thank-you notes received 

from various groups we have supported this year.  He also reminded everyone 
about the upcoming Memorial Day Parade. 

• Adjutant Warren Christopherson reported the 10th District Convention 
Banquet is on May 31 at Fridley Post 303, with the convention July 1. The 
Department Convention will be July 11-13 in Willmar, (Standing Committee 
Meetings are at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, July 10) and Post 550 is authorized up 
to 5 delegates for this year’s convention. 

• Chaplain Jim Mead offered a prayer for 50-year member Charles “Chuck” 
Tichy, 87 a Korean war Vet, US Navy, and James Blakesley, 77 a US Navy veter-
an and American Legion member of Post 86 in his hometown of Aitkin.

• Adjutant Warren Christopherson provided the financial report on behalf 
of the finance officer. Mead made a motion to approve and seconded by 
Engstrom. Motion carried. 

• Membership Director Paul Hassing reported our total is now at 303 or 93% 
of our 325 goal.

• Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom provided the gambling report for April. 
The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of $23,050 for 
the following to be paid in May:

-$10,000 to Liliana Campero, 10th District Honorary Junior Auxiliary Pres-
ident for her Homeless Veterans Project. To be presented to MACV at the 
District Convention.  

- $5,050 to Legion Baseball for running meat raffle.	
- $5,000 to BKAF 
- $3,000 to ISD 271’s Summer English Learning for new arrivals to high 

schools.
A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Servin to approve the report. 

Motion carried.
• Gun Safety: No report
• Legion Riders: The Fund 85 Ride is on July 24 from Pipestone ending in 

Bayport on July 28,  and the Veterans & Children Ride is on Aug. 17 from 
Slayton.

• Sons of the American Legion reported paid members for 2024 total is 35 
paid members. 

• Past Post 550 Commander Luis Campero presided over the nominations 
for post officers for 2025. The nominees are Commander Dan Welch; 1st Vice 
Commander Tom Skundberg; 2nd Vice Commander Chris Schmid; Adjutant 
Warren Christopherson; Finance Officer Blaine Beste; Chaplain Jim Mead; Ser-
geant-at-Arms Mike Mellin. 

• A final meeting for Memorial Day Parade Preparations is Thursday, May 16 
at 6 p.m.  

•  American Legion Day at Target Field is Friday, May 24. 
•  50th Anniversary of Vietnam War Commemoration at Mall of America 

June 13-15. The Bloomington Honor Guard may present the flag for a ceremo-
ny there on June 14, Flag Day. 

• Suicide Prevention Training will be at 6 p.m. on June 10 before our next 
meeting. 

• Mobilization Day at the Navy Reserve Center on Aug. 17 was explained by 
Chris Schmid

• Testimonial for the outgoing Department Commander is June 22 in 
Montgomery. Dinner is $30 per person.  Use of the bus for rides to & From 
hotels was motioned by Campero and seconded by Mellin. The motion carried. 
Engstrom volunteered to be the driver for the event. (The bus later was not 
needed.)

• Election of Officers 2025 will take place at the June meeting. 
• Prayer was offered.  
• POW flag was recovered.
• Colors retired.
• The meeting was adjourned.				  

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson

Post 550 June 2024 Minutes
• Meeting called to order by Commander Luis Campero.
• Meeting called to order June 10 by 1st Vice Commander Tom Skundberg. 
• Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW-MIA flag was placed on an 

empty chair. Pledge and       Preamble recited. 
• Guests: None
• Roll call of officers: Commander, 2nd Vice Commander, excused.
• Printed copies of the May minutes distributed. Mead moved, Johnson 

seconded, and the minutes were approved.
• Adjutant Warren Christopherson called for delegates for the Department 

Convention July 11-13 in Willmar, and Post 550 is authorized up to 5 delegates 
for this year’s convention. Luis Campero, Timothy Engstrom, Paul Hassing, 
Jim Mead and Bill Crafton will represent Post 550 at the convention. As Paul 

Post 550 July 2024 Minutes
• Meeting called to order July 8 by Commander Dan Welch
• Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW-MIA flag was placed on an 

empty chair. Pledge and       Preamble recited. 
• Guests: New member Frank Kisch.
• Roll call of officers: 2nd Vice Commander excused.
• Printed copies of the May minutes distributed. Mead moved, Campero 

seconded, and the minutes were approved.
• Commander Dan Welch moved to donate $1,000 from post funds to De-

partment Commander Paul Hassing for expenses incurred traveling throughout 
Minnesota this year. Mead seconded. Motion carried. 

• Adjutant Warren Christopherson commented on thank you letters received 
from Boys State from the participants Post 550 sponsored this year. He also 
thanked those who attended last month’s veteran suicide prevention training. 

• Chaplain Jim Mead offered a prayer for 50-year member Eugene Fourniea, 
100, a US Coast Guard/US Navy veteran of WWII, and 36-year member Roger 
Prigge, 86 a US Navy veteran. 

Eugene passed on June 20th and Roger on June 24. 
• Finance Officer Blaine Beste provided the financial report. Rick Warren 

made a motion to approve, seconded by Deb Johnson. Motion carried. 
• Membership Director Paul Hassing reported the total is now at 305 or 94% 

of our prior goal of 325. As of July 1, membership dues for Post 550 are $59.
• Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom provided the gambling report for June. 

The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of $1,900 for 
the following to be paid in June:

-$650 to assist Bloomington Legion Baseball with a tax-filing invoice.
-$250 to Trifest (Fall Festival for a local church)
-$1,000 for veterans meals for Department Commander’s Testimonial Dinner 

in Montgomery
A motion was made by Campero and seconded by Mead to approve the 

report. Motion carried.
• Gun Safety: The date is set for Aug. 4.
• Legion Riders: Friday, July 12 at 4:30 p.m. MNALR Meeting at Dept 

Convention in Willmar. Saturday, July 13, Christmas in July Ride North Branch. 
Wednesday, July 24, Fund 85 Ride starts in Pipestone. Sunday, July 28, Fund 
85 Ride ends in Bayport. Tuesday, Aug. 20, The Wall that Heals, Glencoe to 
Hutchinson.

•Department Commander Paul Hassing presided over the installation of 
Officers for 2025. The Earl C Hill American Legion Post 550 officers for 2025 are 
Commander Dan Welch, 1st Vice Commander Tom Skundberg, 2nd Vice Com-
mander Chris Schmid, Adjutant Warren Christopherson, Finance Officer Blaine 
Beste; Chaplain Jim Mead, Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Mellin.  

• Picnic will be at the VFW 1296/American Legion Post 550, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Aug. 17.

• Mobilization Day at the Navy Reserve Center is also on Aug. 17, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 Post 550 will have a table with volunteers to provide information about the 

American Legion and to encourage veterans towards Legion membership. 
• Paul Hassing expressed his appreciation for the support that Post 550 

Hassing is the department commander, our honor guard is the department 
color guard and will advance the colors at the beginning of the convention.

• Finance Officer Blaine Beste provided the financial report. Johnson made a 
motion to approve and seconded by Mellin. Motion carried. 

• Chaplain Jim Mead reported for Membership Director Paul Hassing our 
total is now at 302 or 93% of our 325 goal.

• Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom provided the gambling report for May. 
He extinguished a brief fire while delivering games at the Sports Page Bar & 
Grill two days prior, which brings concerns about operating balances in light of 
any emergency. The Gambling Committee aims to double its typical operating 
balance for emergency situation and possible future expansion opportunities. 
The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of $4,250 for 
the following to be donated in June:

-$1,000 to MAOSO Youth Football Tournament 
-$1,000 to Jefferson Boys Volleyball 				  
-$1,000 to Bloomington’s Sister City Organization ( Izumi, Japan) 
-$500 to AVID Bloomington Public Schools 
-$200 to MDVA Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs 
-$550 to Sons of Union Vets (Cemetery Maintenance)
A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Servin to approve the report. 

Motion carried.
• Gun Safety: Planning for fall training. The August date is not set yet.
• Legion Riders: Clearwater and Lino Lakes posts are having Veterans Rides 

this Saturday.
• Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Mellin motioned for the slate of unopposed nom-

inees to be elected as Earl C. Hill American Legion Post 550 officers for 2025. 
Mead seconded and the motion carried.  The officers for 2025 are Commander 
Dan Welch, 1st Vice Tom Skundberg, 2nd Vice Chris Schmid, Adjutant Warren 
Christopherson, Finance Officer Blaine Beste, Chaplain Jim Mead, Sergeant-at-
Arms Mike Mellin. The officers will be installed at the July 8 meeting. 

• Prayer was offered.  
• POW flag was recovered.
• Colors retired.
• The meeting was adjourned.	

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson 



Unit 550 Jan.-March Minutes
• No meetings were held in January, February or March 2024.

— Secretary Bonnie Proctor

Unit 550 June 2024 Minutes
• Meeting was called to order by 1st Vice President Bonnie Proctor.
• Colors saluted. Prayer offered. Pledge and Preamble recited. Roll call taken.
• Treasurer’s report reviewed and filed for audit.
• Minutes of May meeting approved.
• Membership at 95.
• Poppy Fund donations to date are $1,835.
• Discussion held regarding Minnesota Department Commander Paul Hass-

ing’s testimonial to be held on Saturday, June 22, at Montgomery Post 79.
• Installation of officers will be held at the July meeting because veteran-sui-

cide training happened at Post 550’s June meeting.
• Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.  

— Secretary Bonnie Proctor

Unit 550 July 2024 Minutes
• Meeting was called to order by President Jody Hassing.
• Colors saluted. Prayer offered. Pledge and Preamble recited. Roll call taken.
• Thank you letters received from Minneapolis Veterans Home for $1,000 

donated for two TV sets and a donation in memory of Past President Jane 
Haukom.

• Treasurer’s report reviewed and filed for audit.
• Minutes of June meeting approved.
• Membership remains at 95.
• Poppy Fund donations to date: $2,052. Many thanks to all who donated.  
• Legion Riders Fund 85 Run kickoff party is July 24 at Pipestone Legion, 

ending on July 28 at Bayport Legion. Motion by Bonnie Proctor, seconded by 
Joan Boerner to donate $500 to Fund 85. Motion passed.

• State convention this week in Willmar.
• Joint VFW/Legion picnic will be held at Bloomington Veterans Club on 

Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Installation of officers was held.
• Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.
  

— Secretary Bonnie Proctor

Unit 550 April 2024 Minutes
• Meeting was called to order by President Jody Hassing. 
• Colors saluted. Prayer offered. Pledge and Preamble recited. Roll call taken. 
• Motion made, seconded and carried to approve December minutes.
• Request for donations received from 9th District Band (no action taken). 

Thank you note read from VA Medical Center for 15 quilts made by Creekside 
Quilters.  

• Treasurer’s Reports approved, filed for audit.
• Membership renewals at 94.  
• Motion by Bonnie Proctor, seconded by Christine Olsen to leave 2025 dues 

at $40/Seniors and $10/Juniors. Passed.
• Meeting on Memorial Day parade and services will be held April 10, 6 pm.
• Election of officers will be held at May meeting.
• Poppy mailing will be sent to members soon.
• Jody advised poppy funds can now be used for Minnesota Veterans 

Assistance Fund, also called Fund 85, which allows up to $5,000 lifetime grant 
for veterans.  Veterans do not need to be a member of the American Legion to 
qualify.  

• Bonnie reported on Girls State. We are sending 3 girls from Jefferson and 
1 from Kennedy.

Annual reports are due April 15.
• Legion Riders will participate in a four-day run raising money for Fund 85, 

kickoff party on July 24 in Pipestone and ending July 28 in Bayport. They will 
also be holding a one-day run on Aug. 17 from Slayton, raising money for the 
National Mission Run.

• Testimonial for Auxiliary Department President Sharon Cross will be held 
April 27 in Melrose.

• Department Commander Paul Hassing’s Testimonial will be June 22 in 
Montgomery.

• Department convention is July 11-13 in Willmar.
• Tenth District convention is June 1 in Fridley.
• Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.
 

— Secretary Bonnie Proctor

Unit 550 May 2024 Minutes
• Meeting was called to order by President Jody Hassing.
• Colors saluted. Prayer offered. Pledge and Preamble recited. Roll call taken.
• A moment of silence offered for Past President Jane Haukom, who passed 

away on May 10.
• Thank-you letter read from VA Medical Center for 18 quilts made by 

Creekside Quilters.
• Membership: 95
• Girls State. We have two registered from Jefferson.
• Vote was previously done by text to donate proceeds from April meat 

raffle to Fund 85. Passed.
• Motion by Bonnie Proctor, seconded by Joan Boerner, to continue meat 

raffles for 2024-2025.  Passed.
• Motion by Bonnie, seconded by Gabrielle Servin, to donate $1,000 to Min-

neapolis Veterans Home for two TV’s.  Passed.
• Motion by Bonnie, seconded by Joan to provide each Girls Stater with $60 

to spend at Shirt Shack.  Passed.
• Stuffing poppy letters on Friday, May 17, 10:30 a.m., volunteers welcome.
• Memorial Day parade/services meeting on May 16, 6 p.m.
• State Commander Paul Hassing’s testimonial set for June 22, $30 for 

dinner, at Montgomery Post 79.
• Election of officers. Motion by Gabi, seconded by Joan to re-elect current 

officers. Passed.  Many thanks to all for accepting another year!
• Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.

— Secretary Bonnie Proctor

provided during his year as department commander. 
• Don Alman thanked the Bloomington Honor Guard for presenting the 

colors at the Mall of America at the start of the 50th Anniversary of the End of 
the Vietnam War Commemoration.  

• A discussion ensued regarding the organizational structure of Blooming-
ton Legion Baseball as its own nonprofit organization. Most spoke in favor of 
keeping it that way.

• Prayer was offered.  
• POW flag was recovered.
• Colors retired.
• The meeting was adjourned.				  

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson 

Veterans Picnic
What: Picnic sponsored by American Legion Post 550 

and VFW Post 1296
Who: This is event is open to the public. We especially 

want any and all veterans, their families and friends.
When: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 17
Where: Parking lot of Bloomington’s Veterans Club, 311 

W. 84th St.

In Memoriam
			   Cont.
Name	 Age	 Died	 Years	 Branch
Fourniea, Eugene C.	 100	 6/20/24	 50	 Coast G.
Prigge, Roger L.	 89	 6/24/24	 36	 Navy
Tichy, Charles D.	 87	 4/24/24	 50	 Navy



American Legion Calendar
Aug. 1-4: Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. I Sr. State 
Tournament, Maple Grove
Aug. 1-4: Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. I Jr. 
State Tournament, Red Haddox Field, Bloomington
Aug. 2: Final session of Legionville safety camp ends
Aug. 2-4: Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. II Sr. State 
Tournament, Bird Island
Aug. 3-4: Minnesota American Legion Fastpitch Softball State 
Tournament, Bemidji
Aug. 9-11: Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. II Jr. State 
Tournament, St. Charles
Aug. 9-11: Junior Auxiliary Fun Weekend at Legionville
Aug. 17: Mobilization Day at Navy Reserve Center, Ft. Snelling, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m., Post 550 to have a table.
Aug. 17: Bloomington Veterans Picnic, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., parking 
lot of Bloomington’s Veterans Center, 311 W. 84th St.
Aug. 17: Minnesota ALR National Mission Ride, Slayton
Aug. 18-22: American Legion Legacy Run, end in New Orleans 
at the 105th National Convention
Aug. 15-20: American Legion World Series, Shelby, N.C.
Aug. 23-29: 105th National Convention, Ernest N. Morial 
Convention Center, New Orleans
Sept. 5-8: Camporee, Legionville
Sept 12-15: Legion Riders Romp at Legionville
Oct. 1-6: John Zgoda Memorial Deer Hunt, Legionville
Oct. 7-10: Fall Meetings, Sheraton Hotel, Indianapolis
Oct. 24: Department Executive Committee meeting, River’s Edge 
Convention Center, St. Cloud
Oct. 24-26: Fall Conference, St. Cloud
Nov. 11: Veterans Day

Post 550 Chaplain Jim Mead holds up the 10th District Chaplain 
Award he received at the 10th District Convention. This is the 
second time he has won the award, and it is a testiment to 
how many funerals the Bloomington Honor Guard provides 
services for.

Bloomington Post 550 and VFW Post 1296 had a strong turnout for the VA’s veteran-suicide prevention training on June 10, 
called S.A.V.E.. It was conducted thanks to the Minnesota American Legion Suicide Prevention Collaborative. S.A.V.E. stands 
for Signs of suicidal thinking, Ask questions, Validate the veteran’s experience, Encourage treatment (and expedite getting 
help). Adjutant Warren Christopherson deserves credit for bringing this training to the Bloomington Veterans Center.

Bloomington Post 550 member 
Paul Hassing got to throw out the 
first pitch at Target Field on May 
24 when the Twins took on the 
Texas Rangers. He was there as 
commander of the American Legion 
Department of Minnesota. With 
him was Department Membership 
Director Pam Krill of Fairmont Post 
36. For the sake of reputations and 
good publishing, we won’t share 
how well he pitched. We were just 
glad he was there representing The 
American Legion.



Bloomington Legion Baseball coaches and players walk down 
Lyndale Avenue. The Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. I 
Junior State Tournament is at Red Haddox Field in Bloomington 
this year. Be sure to attend. It is Aug. 1-4. Visit post550baseball.
org.

Boys line the street seeking candy and other goods. A morning 
rain didn’t impact turnout much, and crowds showed up to 
watch Bloomington’s annual Memorial Day Parade. 

The Bloomington Honor Guard fires a volley at Dawn Valley 
Cemetery on the west side of town. The crew also fired at 
Bloomington Cemetery and marched in the parade.

The Kennedy High School band played patriotic songs at 
Bloomington Cemetery for Memorial Day after marching in the 
parade. Post 550 always appreciates the youth who participate.

The Knights of Columbus in Bloomington marched in the 
Memorial Day Parade, along with other organizations such 
as the Bloomington Lions, Naval Sea Cadets and local youth 
sports, dance and cheerleading groups.

The Navy Reserve Center Minneapolis participated in the 
Memorial Day Parade in Bloomington. On the left is Post 550 
2nd Vice Commander Chris Schmid. The center is next to the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport, what people call Fort Snelling.



Official publication of Earl C. Hill Bloomington 
Post 550 of The American Legion, Auxiliary Unit 
550, Sons of The American Legion Squadron 550 
and American Legion Riders Chapter 550, P.O. 
Box 201813, Bloomington, MN 55420. Phone: 
952-884-9621. Distributed to members of the 
Post and Auxiliary who held membership cards 
for the current year.
Find us: 

• Post 550 meeting are 6:30 p.m. 
the second Monday of each month. 
All members are welcomed to attend. 
There is a free meal at the start, open 
to the entire community.

• Post 550 meets at 311 W. 84th St., 
Bloomington (in the VFW Post 1296 
banquet hall).

• Gambling meetings are in the 
Legion office at 5:45 p.m. that day.

• The Post 550 phone is 952-884-9621. 
Our email is echalp550@gmail.com.

Questions on  
VA benefits?

Call Minnesota American Legion 
Department Service Officer Ray 
Kane at 651-377-0547 or call a 
Hennepin County Veterans Service 
Officer at 612-348-3300.

They are here to help you.

We have e-pulltabs!
Sports Page  
Bar & Grill

Pull tab hours: 
Mon.-Sat. 11-11

Sunday 9-11
9104 Lyndale Ave. S.

Post 550 Officers
Commander...........Dan Welch
1st Vice.....................Tom Skundberg
2nd Vice...................Chris Schmid
Adjutant...................Warren 		
....................................Christopherson
Finance Officer......Blaine Beste
Chaplain...................Jim Mead
Sgt-at-Arms............Mike Mellin
Membership...........Paul Hassing
SAL.............................Jim Mead
Other positions:
Gambling Mgr.......Tim Engstrom
Honor Guard..........Dan Welch
Athletics...................Mark Scott

Unit 550 Officers
President..................Jody Hassing
1st Vice.....................Bonnie Proctor
2nd Vice................... Joan Boerner
Secretary..................Bonnie Proctor
Treasurer..................Gabriele Servin
Sgt-at-Arms............ Joan Boerner
Chaplain...................Joan Boerner
Membership...........Bonnie Proctor
Exec. Board.............Elizabeth Hassing
....................................Rose Kitt
Past Presidents......Bonnie Proctor
Hon. Jr. President.Liliana Campero
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ADDRESS UPDATE: Mail to Post 550 Membership Director, PO Box 201813, Bloomington, MN 55420
Name:
Summer Address effective date:
Street:
City:			   State/Zip:

Circle one:  Post    Unit    Squadron
Winter Address effective date:
Street:
City:			   State/Zip:
Discontinue Mailing (i.e. deceased)

Do you have an honor guard request?
Contact Dan Welch at 952-607-8786.

People of all ages stand as they listen to a singer sing “The Star-Spangled Banner” and 
“God Bless America” at Dawn Valley Cemetery on Memorial Day.


