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The Bloomington Veterans Honor Guard was at Fort Snelling in early March to present the U.S. flag during the playing of the 
national anthem during a job fair for veterans.

Bloomington Post 550 donated $12,000 to Bloomington Legion 
Baseball this spring. The team plans to field four teams. On the 
left is Post 550 Athletics Officer Mark Scott, an SAL member.

Department Commander Paul Hassing, a member of 
Bloomington Post 550, and his wife, Jody Hassing, participate 
in the Minnesota American Legion Bowling Tournament. Jody 
is the director of the Minnesota American Legion Riders.

Bloomington Post 550 Commander Dan Welch carries the 
Department of Minnesota colors at Veterans Day on the 
Hill on April 17 at the Minnesota State Capitol. The national 
commander gave him a challenge coin and pen later.

Bloomington Post 550 donated a new U.S. flag to Red Haddox 
Field. The tattered Minnesota flag needed replacing, too, but 
everyone is waiting to see what happens with the Legislature 
between now and Minnesota Statehood Day, May 11, when a 
new flag design would become official.



Post 550 February 2024 Minutes
• Meeting called to order by 1st Vice Commander Blaine Beste.
• Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW flag was placed on an empty 

chair. Pledge and Preamble recited. 	
• Roll call of officers: Commander, 2nd Vice Commander excused.
• Printed copies of the January minutes distributed. Mead moved, Crafton 

seconded, and the minutes were approved.
• Adjutant: Warren Christopherson provided information regarding the 

yellow postcard that members would have received in the mail requesting 
them to call and update member data and to provide an oral history of your 
time in service. This is intended as a fundraiser for the American Legion De-
partment of Minnesota. A book will be published and will be offered for sale. 
You are not required to purchase the book, but you are encouraged to provide 
your story. 

On Feb. 23, the VA will be providing Suicide Prevention Training at American 
Legion Post 47 in Hastings from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

The National Commander’s Tour will be in Howard Lake, Le Center and 
Golden Valley on April 16 and at the Minnesota State Capitol on April 17 for 
Veterans Day on the Hill 2024. 

Former Post 550 Commander Rick Warren will contact Bloomington Schools 
to let them know about Legionville’s school safety training program and 
summer camp. 

Rick will also contact Kennedy High School and Jefferson High School to 
let them know about Boys State and Girls State for High School Juniors. It’s a 
practical training program in local and state government. It is one week in June 
held at St. John’s University. “It’s a week that shapes a lifetime.”

• Chaplain: Jim Mead Offered a prayer for William Huttner, U.S. Coast Guard 
veteran of the Vietnam era (Post 550), and Dick VanGuilder, US Army (Post 
435) both of who recently passed, and for our 2nd Vice Commander, Clarence 
Bunkholt, who is experiencing health issues. 

• Finance Officer: Blaine Beste gave the Financial Report. Mead moved, 
Mellin seconded, and the report was approved. After discussion, Christopher-
son motioned, Mellin seconded to increase member dues from $48 to $59 
annually for 2025. The motion carried. 

The increase is as follows: National $5, Department $3, District $1, and Post 
$2. A one-time 3-year option was explained. A member can pay for three years 
at the current $48 by paying online at legion.org/renew.

• Membership: Filling in for Paul Hassing, Blaine Beste reported our total is 
now at 299.  This is 92 percent of the 325 the department has set as our goal. 

• Gambling Manager: Tim Engstrom provided the gambling report for Janu-
ary. The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of $15,000 
for the following to be paid in February: 

- Minnesota Military & Veterans Museum: $1,000
- Choice Academy: $500
- Kennedy Pantry: $4,000
- 9th District American Legion Band: $500
- Bloomington Speech Team: $2,000
- Kennedy Senior Class Party: $500
- Forgotten Heroes Ranges & Retreat: $500
- Minnesota Baseball Club: $1,000 
- Hospital bill for the late Raiden Davis, Children’s Minnesota: $1,000
- Bloomington Youth Gun Safety: $500
- 23rd Veteran: $500
- Minnesota American Legion Foundation’s ROTC Scholarship: $500
- Bloomington Cantanti Youth Choirs: $500
- Minnesota Paralyzed Veterans of American: $1,000
- SFM Foundation (scholarships for children with injured parents): $1,000	
Also recommended is $4,000 per month for three months to Bloomington 

Legion Baseball, for a grand total of $12,000.
A motion was made by Luis Campero and seconded by Mike Mellin to 

approve the donations. Motion carried.
• Gun Safety: No report. 
• Legion Riders: No Report 
• Sons of the American Legion reported three additional paid members the 

2024 total is 33.  	
• Unfinished Business: Tim Engstrom announced that the new website is up 

and running. It is found at bloomingtonlegion.org.
• New Business: 
- Luis Campero discussed the upcoming Veterans Day on the Hill 2024 and 

items on the Minnesota Commanders’ Task Force Legislative Priorities. Topics 
include: Passing a clean Veterans Omnibus Bill; waive license fees on hunting, 
trapping and fishing for all veterans; modernize the Homestead Market Value 
Exclusion; amend the law to help our CVSOs receive important documents; 
Gold Star Family tax relief; veterans organizations property tax relief; allow 
counties to appropriate funding for Veterans Day; change veterans and military 
license plates to benefit the Support Our Troops fund, rather than the general 
fund; and update to the personal needs allowance for veterans in veterans 
homes.

-The rental of a bus for Veterans Day on the Hill was motioned by Mellin 
and seconded by Mead. Motion carried.

- A motion was made by Warren to sponsor up to 15 Legionville campers 
and Boys or Girls State participants this summer. Mellin seconded, and the 
motion carried. 

Post 550 March 2024 Minutes
• Meeting called to order by Commander Dan Welch. 
• Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW flag was placed on an empty 

chair. Pledge and Preamble recited. 
• Guests: Liliana Campero, 10th District Honorary Junior Auxillary President 

presenting her Homeless Veterans Project. Requested $10,000 for the project 
to be presented to MACV at the District Convention in June. A motion was 
moved by Christopherson, seconded by Beste. The motion passed. 

Gary Anderson was presented as a new member by the Sergeant-at-Arms 
Mike Mellin.

Gwen Cherry from the Daughters of the American Revolution came looking 
for possible service projects and fundraising opportunities. 

Howard Wagner was presented with a certificate for being a 50-year 
member of the American Legion. Howard’s wife Jeana was on hand to witness 
the occasion. 

• Roll call of officers: All Present 
• Printed copies of the February minutes distributed. Mead moved, Campero 

seconded, and the minutes were approved.
• Commander Dan Welch read a thank you letter from Gun Safety.  
• Chaplain Jim Mead Offered a prayer and a moment of silence for 2nd Vice 

Commander, Clarence Bunkholt Jr., 15-year member, Marine Corps veteran, 
and for John “Jack” Cavanaugh, 50-year member, Army veteran, both recently 
passed. Chaplain Mead also asks us to keep Charles Tichy, 50-year member, 
Navy veteran, and Dale Erlandson, 50-year member and Marine Corps veteran, 
in our prayers as both are experiencing serious health issues. 

• Finance Officer Blaine Beste gave the Financial Report. Mellin moved, 
Campero seconded, and the report was approved. 

• Membership: Filling in for Paul Hassing, Chaplain Mead reported our total 
is now at 315.  However, after the meeting, the correct total was verified to be 
300. 

• Gambling Manager: Tim Engstrom provided the gambling report for Feb-
ruary. The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended holding off distribut-
ing funds in March. 

A motion was made by Blaine Beste and seconded by Luis Campero to 
approve the report. Motion carried.

• Gun Safety: Thank us for the continued support. The next class is on 
Sunday, April 28.

• Legion Riders: The Magnus Ride is on May 15. Fund 85 Ride is July 24. The 
National Mission (Legacy) Ride is Aug. 17. 

• Sons of the American Legion reported paid members for 2024 total is 39.  	
• New Business: 
A request was made by Christopherson to enter a quarter-page ad in the 

Sun newspaper for 3 weeks this spring. 
Up to $1,500 to advertise the Bloomington Legion Post 550 and our new 

website (bloomingtonlegion.org) to potential new members.
Christopherson motioned; Beste seconded. Motion passed. 
Commander Welch had called a meeting on March 1, 2024, of the Post’s 

officers to review and update the By-Laws for Post 550.  Finance Officer Blaine 
Beste compiled the revisions and presented the new By-Laws to the Post at 
tonight’s meeting. Campero motioned for approval and Mead seconded. The 
Motion carried. 

Chaplain Mead mentioned the Memorial Day Parade and that a committee 
of both Legion and VFW members has formed to work at increasing participa-
tion at this year’s parade. 

The rental bus for Veterans Day on the Hill will be available on April 17th for 
a ride to Veterans Day on the Hill. 

A request was made to obtain a rental bus to be used for a fundraiser. Up 
to 40 people at $50 each will be able to travel to several local Legion Posts on 
a Saturday evening in June. $1,000 was motioned by Engstrom; seconded by 
Dutrieuille. The motion carried. (This plan was later postponed for winter.)

On Aug. 17, the Navy & Marine Corps Reserve Training Center at Fort 
Snelling is having its Mobilization Force Day. The commanding officer, Chris 
Schmid, has invited us to set up an informational table at the Training Center 
on that day. 

• Prayer was offered.  
• POW flag was recovered.
• Colors retired.
• The meeting was adjourned.

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson 

- Tim Engstrom will prepare American Legion Post 550 ads to be placed 
in the Bloomington Sun to encourage veterans to view our new website and 
become members. More information will be provided at the March meeting.  

- Commander Welch will call a meeting of the Post’s officers to review and 
update the By-Laws for Post 550.

• Prayer was offered.  
• POW flag was recovered.
• Colors retired.
• The meeting was adjourned.

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson 

Note: January 2024 minutes were published in the last newsletter.



American Legion Calendar
May 6-9: Spring Meetings, Sheraton Hotel, Indianapolis
May 16-19: Legionville Work & Play
May 17-19: 2024 National Oratorical Contest Finals, Hillsdale 
College, Hillsdale, Mich.
May 18: 1st District Convention, Austin Post 91
May 18: 3rd District Convention, New Prague Post 45
May 18: 7th District Convention, Morris Post 29
May 24: American Legion Night at Target Field
May 24: National Poppy Day
May 27: Memorial Day Parade, Lyndale Avenue, Bloomington
June 1: 6th District Convention, Brainerd Armory
June 1: 10th District Convention, Fridley Post 303
June 7: Luverne Veterans Home 30th Anniversary
June 8: 2nd District Convention, Fairmont Post 36
June 8: 5th District Convention, Holiday Inn Bmtn. W.
June 8: 8th District Convention, Aurora Post 241
June 8: 9th District Convention, Moorhead Post 21
June 8: Minn. Boys State 75th Anniversary Banquet, Anoka Post 102
June 9-15: Minnesota Boys State, St. John’s University
June 9-15: Minnesota Girls State, Bethel University
June 10: Suicide Prevention Training, Bloomington’s Veterans 
Center (VFW Post 1296 & Legion Post 550)
June 15: 4th District Convention, Rosetown Post 542
June 16: 1st session of Legionville safety camp begins
June 22: Cmdr. Paul Hassing’s Testimonial, Montgomery Post 79
July 4: Fourth of July Parade, Forest Lake
July 11: Department Executive Committee meeting, Willmar 
Conference Center, Willmar
July 11-13: Department of Minnesota Convention, Willmar 
Conference Center, Willmar, hosted by Willmar Post 167
July 24: Fund 85 Run Kickoff Party, Pipestone Post 6
July 27: Navy Blue Angels perform at the Fargo AirSho, Fargo 
Air Museum, Hector International Airport, Fargo
July 29-Aug. 1: Baseball Tier 1 Tournament, Burnsville
July 28: Fund 85 Run Ending Party, Bayport Post 491
Aug. 1-4: Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. I Sr. State 
Tournament, Maple Grove
Aug. 1-4: Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. I Jr. State 
Tournament, Bloomington
Aug. 2: Final session of Legionville safety camp ends
Aug. 2-4: Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. II Sr. State 
Tournament, Bird Island
Aug. 3-4: Minnesota American Legion Fastpitch Softball State 
Tournament, Bemidji
Aug. 9-11: Minnesota American Legion Baseball Div. II Jr. State 
Tournament, St. Charles
Aug. 17: Minn. American Legion National Mission Ride, Slayton

For VFW Post 1296’s music schedule go online to vfw1296mn.us.

Auxiliary January-March 2023
No meetings were held in January, February or March 2024.

— Secretary Bonnie Proctor

Memorial Day Parade
What: Parade down Lyndale Avenue
Who: Veterans and their friends, family, supporters
When: Assemble 8-9 a.m., depart at 9 a.m., end at 10 a.m. 

on Monday, May 27 
Where: Assemble at Ziegler CAT on W. 94th St. Parade 

goes east on 94th, then south on Lyndale to Bloomington 
Cemetery. Memorial Day service at the cemetery begin at 
10 a.m. 

What else: Our Bloomington Honor Guard will be with 
us and work the Bloomington Cemetery service, then drive 
over to Dawn Valley Cemetery along Bush Lake Road for 
that Memorial Day service, which begins around 11 a.m.

Speaker: Post 550 and VFW Post 1296 are providing 
speakers for each of the two observances.

SAL member Ken Rein and his wife, Rhonda, work the meat 
raffle a certain spring holiday weekend for American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 550 at Bloomington’s Veterans Center.  

In Memoriam
			   Cont.
Name	 Age	 Died	 Years	 Branch
Bunkholt, Clarence H. Jr.	 77	 3/3/24	 15	 Marines
Cavanaugh, John P.	 81	 2/16/24	 50	 Army

Suicide Prevention Training
The VA’s S.A.V.E. teaches communities how to help veterans 

at risk for suicide. It will help you act with care and compassion 
if you encounter a veteran who is in suicidal crisis.

S: Signs of suicidal thinking should be recognized.
A: Ask the most important question of all.
V: Validate the veteran’s experience.
E: Encourage treatment and Expedite getting help.

Who: Veterans and their supporters
What: VA S.A.V.E. training
Where: Bloomington Veteran’s Center, 311 W. 84th St.
When: 6 p.m. Monday, June 10, 2024



Official publication of Earl C. Hill Bloomington 
Post 550 of The American Legion, Auxiliary Unit 
550, Sons of The American Legion Squadron 550 
and American Legion Riders Chapter 550, P.O. 
Box 201813, Bloomington, MN 55420. Phone: 
952-884-9621. Distributed to members of the 
Post and Auxiliary who held membership cards 
for the current year.
Find us: 

• Post 550 meeting are 6:30 p.m. 
the second Monday of each month. 
All members are welcomed to attend. 
There is a free meal at the start, open 
to the entire community.

• Post 550 meets at 311 W. 84th St., 
Bloomington (in the VFW Post 1296 
banquet hall).

• Gambling meetings are in the 
Legion office at 5:45 p.m. that day.

• The Post 550 phone is 952-884-9621. 
Our email is echalp550@gmail.com.

Questions on  
VA benefits?

Call Minnesota American Legion 
Department Service Officer Ray 
Kane at 651-377-0547 or call a 
Hennepin County Veterans Service 
Officer at 612-348-3300.

They are here to help you.

Post 550 Officers
Commander...........Dan Welch
1st Vice.....................Tom Skundberg
2nd Vice...................Tom Rowan
Adjutant...................Warren 		
....................................Christopherson
Finance Officer......Blaine Beste
Chaplain...................Jim Mead
Sgt-at-Arms............Mike Mellin
Membership...........Paul Hassing
SAL.............................Jim Mead
Other positions:
Gambling Mgr.......Tim Engstrom
Honor Guard..........Dan Welch
Athletics...................Mark Scott

Unit 550 Officers
President.................. Jody Hassing
1st Vice.....................Bonnie Proctor
2nd Vice................... Joan Boerner
Secretary..................Bonnie Proctor
Treasurer..................Gabriele Servin
Sgt-at-Arms............Trish Bunkholt
Chaplain...................Joan Boerner
Membership...........Bonnie Proctor
Exec. Board.............Elizabeth Hassing
....................................Rose Kitt
Past Presidents......Bonnie Proctor
Hon. Jr. President.Liliana Campero
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ADDRESS UPDATE: Mail to Post 550 Membership Director, PO Box 201813, Bloomington, MN 55420
Name:
Summer Address effective date:
Street:
City:			   State/Zip:

Circle one:  Post    Unit    Squadron
Winter Address effective date:
Street:
City:			   State/Zip:
Discontinue Mailing (i.e. deceased)

Honor guard request?
Contact Dan Welch at 952-607-8786.

Post 550 Gambling 
Manager Tim 

Engstrom presents 
a $500 check to 

Elevé Performing 
Arts Center Boosters 

to help them take 
their girls to a 

performance in 
Orlando, Fla. Elevé 

PAC is at 10820 
Normandale Blvd. in 

Bloomington.

SAL Squadron 550 member Forrest Engstrom got 
his picture taken with National Commander Dan 
Seehafer after carrying his bags into the Embassy 
Suites in West Bloomington on April 16.


