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Bloomington Post 550 Baseball completed another season. The 
teams combined players from Jefferson and Kennedy. Here, 
the Div. I Senior team competes at the postseason substate 
tournament at Alimagnet Park in Burnsville.

Veterans of American Legion Post 550 and VFW Post 1296 and 
their spouses and supporters came together Aug. 17 for the 
annual picnic. It was held jointly in the patio and parking lot 
of Bloomington’s Veterans Center, complete with a dunk tank.

Unit 550 President Jody Hassing removed the white cap from 
the head of her husband and places a blue cap on his head. 
Paul achieved his Commander’s Project goal of $100,000 for 
the Minnesota Veterans Assistance Fund. He raised $140,000.

Bloomington Legion Baseball hosted the Minnesota American 
Legion Baseball Div. I Jr. State Tournament at Red Haddox Field, 
and Becker Post 193 (shown) surprised everyone and won the 
tournament. Fergus Falls Post 30 was runner-up.

Post 550 member Paul Hassing was department commander 
from mid-July 2023 to mid-July 2024 and presided over the 
Department Convention. Standing with him is Sharon Cross of 
Bemidji Unit 14, who served as department president during 
his term.

Jody and Paul Hassing stand at the podium of the 105th National 
Convention in New Orleans. Paul was the chairman for the 
Minnesota delegation. Here, Jody announces the Minnesota 
American Legion Riders raised $9,500 for the American Legion  
Veterans & Children Foundation.

bloomingtonlegion.org



Note: July 2024 minutes were published in the Vol. 67 Issue 3.

Post 550 August 2024 Minutes
• Meeting called to order Aug. 12 by Commander Dan Welch.
• Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW/MIA flag was placed on an 

empty chair. Pledge and       Preamble recited. 
• Guests: New member Pete Pederson, new SAL member Kevin Slaven, 

Magnus Veterans Foundation VSO Coordinator Randy Tesdahl.
• Roll call of officers: All present.
• Printed copies of the May minutes distributed. Mead moved, Engstrom 

seconded, and the minutes were approved.
• Commander Dan Welch reminded us of the Picnic on Saturday, Aug. 17 at 

Bloomington’s Veterans Center, 311 W. 84th St., from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and the 
Mobilization Day at the Navy Reserve Center Minneapolis the same day from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. He also read from Article II, Section 2, of the Constitution of 
The American Legion reminding us that The American Legion shall be abso-
lutely nonpolitical and shall not be used to disseminate partisan principles nor 
to promote the candidacy of any person seeking public office or preferment. 

• Second Vice Commander Chris Schmid said 350 people are expected at 
the Mobilization Day at the Navy Reserve Center. Post 550 will have a table 
with a few of our members there to inform the Naval Personnel and their fami-
lies about the American Legion and encourage them to Join.

• Chaplain Jim Mead prayed for the passing of Post 550 members John 
Brolsma, U.S. Army Korea; Thomas Clancy, U.S. Army Vietnam; Dave Hance 
(Honor Guard), U.S. Marines Vietnam; Donald H. Lee, U.S. Army, Vietnam; Roger 
Pomeroy, U.S. Navy Korea; Ervin “Blackie” Wangerin, (branch missing) Vietnam.  

• Finance Officer: Blaine Beste, provided the financial report. Mead made a 
motion to approve, seconded by Mellin. Motion carried. 

• Membership Director Paul Hassing reported that our total for FY 2025 is 
already 151 renewed members. Past 1st Vice Commander Ron Nenovich is in 
a medical care facility in Bloomington, and tonight our newest SAL member, 
Kevin Slaven, kindly paid for Nenovich’s American Legion dues for the past two 
years. 

• Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom provided the gambling report for June. 
The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of $3,252.57 
for the following to be paid in June:

-$702.57 to Dunk Tank Rental, Veterans Picnic
-$500.00 to Gun Safety
-$1,000.00 to Navy Family Day
-$300.00 to VEAP
-750.00 to Annual Gambling License Fee, Minnesota 
A motion was made by Zesch and seconded by Stachour to approve the 

report. Motion carried.
• Gun Safety: 26 Students graduated from the course on Aug. 4.
•  Legion Riders: Paul Hassing reported that $40,000 was raised during the 

Fund 85 Ride. 
• Sons of the American Legion: Jim Mead reported 25 members for FY 2025. 

Jim reminded everyone that Dual Membership is only $8.00/year and Dual 
Membership Pins are provided to those who join. 

• Tim Engstrom told us about the Bloomington Police Citizens Academy 
unfortunately registration is now closed for 2024 but keep this in mind for next 
year. Tim also reminded us about American Legion College at Camp Ripley 
October 10 – 12. 

• U.S. Congressional Representative, Dean Philips will be at the Post tomor-
row morning August 13th for a ceremony to pin Vietnam Veterans. 

• Chaplain, Jim Mead, Requested $30.00 Monthly for bingo prizes at Well-
shire in Bloomington. Mellin Moved & Skinn Seconded. The motion Passed.  

• Fran Stachour reported that the Veterans Memorial in Bloomington is 
approved. The location will still be on the property of City Hall but moved to 
an area closer to the intersection of Old Shakopee Road and 98th Street.  Rick 
Warren added that funding is not complete and encouraged Veterans to pur-
chase a “Dog Tag” and get their name added to the memorial. 

Construction on the Memorial will begin in the spring with completion 
planned for Veterans Day 2025.

• Randy Tesdahl, VSO Coordinator for Magnus Veterans Foundation, spoke. 
Magnus is a nonprofit organization that provides medical, physical, psychologi-
cal, spiritual, and social care for veterans & their families without other options. 
Located in Dayton. Office: 763-427-7832 

• Prayer was offered.  
• POW flag was recovered.
• Colors retired.
• The meeting was adjourned.				  

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson

Post 550 September 2024 Minutes
• Meeting called to order Sept. 9 by 1st Vice Commander Tom Skundberg.
• Colors presented, prayer offered. The POW/MIA flag was placed on an 

empty chair. Pledge and       Preamble recited. 
• Guests: Bill Knight, American Legion Post 1776 member and Vietnam 

veteran, thanked Tim Engstrom for inviting him to the meeting. 
• Roll call of officers: commander, excused. 
• Printed copies of the August minutes distributed. Mead moved, Warren 

seconded, and the minutes were approved.
• Second Vice Commander Chris Schmid reports that the membership dinner 

will be at 5 p.m. Oct. 22 at the Bloomington Event Center (Knights of Columbus 
Hall) on American Boulevard. The dinner is free for members with current mem-
bership. Members will also have the opportunity to renew at the dinner.  

• Adjutant Warren Christopherson read a thank-you letter from Blooming-
ton Gun Safety Training thanking us for our involvement in the program and 
continued support. He also provided details on the Department Harvest Rally 
3-7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 21, at Post 303 in Fridley.

• Chaplain Jim Mead prayed for the passing of Post 550 members Lewis 
Forsmark, U.S. Army, Korea, 13-year Member, and 44-year member, Robert 
Washington, (branch and era missing; no obituary published)  

• Membership: Chaplain Jim Mead reported that our total for FY 2025 is 
already 171 renewed members. This year’s goal is 310.

• Finance Officer Blaine Beste provided the financial report. Mead made a 
motion to approve, seconded by Mellin. Motion carried. 

• Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom provided the gambling report for 
August. The Post 550 Gambling Committee recommended the approval of 
$13,191.83 for the following to be paid in September:

-$191.83 for Bloomington Sports H.O.F. Dinner Placemats.
-$1,000 Wishes & More.
-$12,000 six scholarships.
An additional $1,000 was approved to be paid Oct. 1 to Jefferson Hockey 

Booster Club.
A motion was made by Rick Skinn and seconded by Mead to approve the 

report. Motion carried.
• Gun Safety: The Spring Course is scheduled for April 4. 
• Legion Riders: Don Alman said the Romp will be at Legionville Starting 

Thursday, Sept. 12-15.
• Sons of the American Legion: Jim Mead reported 25 members identified 

for FY 2025. Twenty are already paid and the goal is to have 35 members.  Jim 
reminded everyone that dual membership is only $8/year and dual member-
ship pins valued at $5 each are provided to those who join.

• Tim Engstrom announced the return of Bingo starting tonight at Sports 
Page and the Meat Raffle will return Oct. 5.

• Larry Johnson discussed a book he recommends titled “Night Catch” by 
Brenda Ehrmantraut about coping with the separation of military families on 
extended deployments. 

• Michael Mellin requested pictures from Legion activities like picnics, pa-
rades and dinners to add to the Post 550 website. 

• Rick Skinn stated the need for additional members for the Bloomington 
Honor Guard. He requested an ad in the Trumpeteer. Tim Engstrom said he 
would include the request in the Trumpeteer.

• Tim Engstrom reminded us about American Legion College at Camp Ripley 
Oct. 10-12 (now cancelled). The next session is April 24-27.

At least two of our members plan on attending. Blaine Beste motioned for 
up to 3 members to be reimbursed the $200 tuition for attending the next 
Legion College. Jim Mead Seconded. Motion carried. 

• Prayer was offered.  
• POW flag was recovered.
• Colors retired.
• The meeting was adjourned.			 

— Adjutant Warren Christopherson

Unit 550 August 2023 Minutes
• Meeting called to order by President Jody Hassing.
• Colors saluted. Prayer offered. Pledge and Preamble recited. Roll call taken.
• Thank you from Girls State attendee Lilia Ledesma and email shared from 

Gabi Servin, who is in Germany.
• Treasurer’s report reviewed and filed for audit.
• Minutes of July meeting approved.
• Post picnic this Saturday, activities include dunk tank, music on patio, chalk 

art and coloring for kids and prizes. 
• Motion by Joan Boerner, seconded by Christine Olsen, to endorse Jody 

Hassing for Department of Minnesota 2nd Vice President for 2025-2026. 
Passed unanimously. Good luck, Jody. We’re so proud of you!

• Fall Conference in St. Cloud on Oct. 24-26. National President Trish Ward 
will speak on Thursday evening.

• President Jody updated us on state convention held last month. Judy Ack-
erman is our new department president.  Fund 85 raised over $140,000, riders 
visited Veteran Homes in Montevideo, Preston and Hastings. Jody and Paul 
Hassing will be attending National Convention in New Orleans started Aug. 23.

• Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.
— Secretary Bonnie Proctor



Unit 550 September 2023 Minutes
• Meeting called to order by 1st Vice Bonnie Proctor. President Jody Hassing 

is attending Camporee and Legion Riders Romp in Brainerd.
• Colors saluted. Prayer offered. Pledge and Preamble recited. Roll call taken.
• Treasurer’s report reviewed and filed for audit.
• Minutes of August meeting approved.
• Membership renewals for 2025 to date. National mailing notices on Sept. 15.
• Post picnic held Aug. 17 included lunch, dunk tank, music on the patio, 

chalk art and coloring in parking lot of Bloomington Veterans Center. Fun time 
by all!

• Early bird dinner set for 5-7 p.m. Oct. 22 at Bloomington Event Center 
(Knights of Columbus).

• Motion by Bonnie, 2nd Christine Olsen, to donate $300 to Minneapolis 
Veterans Home for Activity Fund. Passed.

• Children’s Christmas Party set for Dec 14.
• Colors saluted, prayer offered. Meeting adjourned.

— Secretary Bonnie Proctor

American Legion Calendar
Oct. 1-6: John Zgoda Memorial Deer Hunt, Legionville
Oct. 5: Veterans Suicide Prevention & Awareness Day,  
The Depot in Duluth
Oct. 7-10: Fall Meetings, Sheraton Hotel, Indianapolis
Oct. 8-10: Minnesota Veterans Outdoors Deer Hunt,  
Camp Ripley
Oct. 22: Post/Unit/Squadron 550 Early Bird Membership 
Dinner, Bloomington Event Center
Oct. 24: Department Executive Committee meeting,  
River’s Edge Convention Center, St. Cloud
Oct. 24-26: Fall Conference, River’s Edge Convention Center, 
St. Cloud
Nov. 11: Veterans Day, local ceremonies
Nov. 11: Minnesota Official Veterans Day Program,  
Veterans Community Center, Inver Grove Heights
Dec. 7: Pearl Harbor Rally, Spicer Post 545
Dec. 14: Children’s Christmas Party,  
Bloomington Veterans Center, 311 W. 84th St.
Jan. 11: 10th District Mid-Winter Conf., Anoka Post 102
Feb. 8: Sweetheart Rally, Royalton Post 137
Feb. 22: Minnesota Oratorical Contest,  
Osseo Post 172 & Anoka Post 102
March 2-5: Washington Conference, D.C.
March 8: Department Executive Committee, Chanhassen Post 580
March 8: Appreciation Rally, Chanhassen Post 580
March 14-15: SAL Detachment Spring Conference,  
hosted by Rochester Post 446
April 24-27: Minnesota Legion College, Camp Ripley
For VFW Post 1296’s music schedule, go online to vfw1296mn.us.

Early Bird Membership Dinner!
What: Meal for members of Legion, SAL, Auxiliary, guests
When: 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 22
Where: Knights of Columbus Hall (Bloomington Event 

Center), 1114 American Blvd W., Bloomington
How much: FREE for renewed Legion, SAL and Auxiliary 

members and $5 for guests
What else: Donations for local food shelf, VEAP, will be 

collected. Bring a nonperishable food item. In addition to 
food, VEAP also collects baby products, personal hygiene 
items and paper products (paper towels, toilet paper, 
Kleenex, etc). Thank you.

Children’s Christmas Party
What: Visit with Santa Claus and lunch 
When: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14
Where: Bloomington Veterans Center, 311 W. 84th St.
What else: Bring your children to the post to meet with 

Santa Claus and play with other kids.

Time for Tom & Jerry
What: Tom & Jerry cocktails on New Year’s Day
When: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 1
Where: Bloomington Veterans Center
What else: This is a joint event of Legion Post 550 and 

VFW Post 1296. Enjoy yourselves!

Post 550 Adjutant Warren Christopherson, Commander Dan 
Welch and Gambling Manager Tim Engstrom manned a booth 
at the Navy Reserve Center Mobilization Day on Aug. 17.
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Find us: 

• Post 550 meeting are 6:30 p.m. 
the second Monday of each month. 
All members are welcomed to attend. 
There is a free meal at the start, open 
to the entire community.

• Post 550 meets at 311 W. 84th St., 
Bloomington (in the VFW Post 1296 
banquet hall).

• Gambling meetings are in the 
Legion office at 5:45 p.m. that day.

• Our baseball program’s website is 
post550baseball.org.

Questions on  
VA benefits?

Call Minnesota American Legion 
Department Service Officer Ray 
Kane at 651-377-0547 or call a 
Hennepin County Veterans Service 
Officer at 612-348-3300.

They are here to help you.

We have e-pulltabs!
Sports Page  
Bar & Grill

Pull tab hours: 
Mon.-Sat. 11-11

Sunday 9-11
9104 Lyndale Ave. S.

Post 550 Officers
Commander...........Dan Welch
1st Vice Cmdr........Tom Skundberg
2nd Vice Cmdr......Chris Schmid
Adjutant...................Warren 		
....................................Christopherson
Finance Officer......Blaine Beste
Chaplain...................Jim Mead
Sgt-at-Arms............Mike Mellin
Membership...........Paul Hassing
SAL.............................Jim Mead
Other positions:
Gambling Mgr.......Tim Engstrom
Honor Guard..........Dan Welch
Athletics Officer....Mark Scott

Unit 550 Officers
President.................. Jody Hassing
1st Vice.....................Bonnie Proctor
2nd Vice................... Joan Boerner
Secretary..................Bonnie Proctor
Treasurer..................Gabriele Servin
Sgt-at-Arms............ Joan Boerner
Chaplain...................Joan Boerner
Membership...........Bonnie Proctor
Exec. Board.............Elizabeth Leckenby
....................................Rose Kitt
Past Presidents......Bonnie Proctor
Hon. Jr. President.Liliana Campero
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ADDRESS UPDATE: Mail to Post 550 Membership Director, PO Box 201813, Bloomington, MN 55420
Name:
Summer Address effective date:
Street:
City:			   State/Zip:

Circle one:  Post    Unit    Squadron
Winter Address effective date:
Street:
City:			   State/Zip:
Discontinue Mailing (i.e. deceased)

Do you have an honor guard request?
Contact Dan Welch at 952-607-8786.

Join the Bloomington Honor Guard. You can be Legion or VFW. Call Rick Skinn at 612-
868-838 to sign up. You will find it’s more than funerals. It’s camaraderie and purpose. 






